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COMMISSION ON AGING
MINUTES
August 15, 2016 – Senior Center
Present: Curt Symes, Sheila Torres, Anna Wiedemann, George Guidera, Ruby Ryles, Mae
Schmidle, Margaret Imbro, Barbara Bloom, Claire Theune, Lisa Krauss
Absent: Anne Rothstein, John Boccuzzi Sr.
Also Present: Marilyn Place, Director of Senior Services
Mr. Symes called the meeting of August 15, 2016 to order at 5:07pm.
Chairman’s Report (Attached): Mr. Symes wanted to congratulate Ann LoBosco on receiving
the title Director of Social Services, and Ms. Place is excited to welcome her into the office for a
handful of hours a week. He then regretted to inform the Commission of the passing of Lesley
Sharpe, wife of Bob Sharpe. The COA offers their condolences, and greatly appreciates all that
the couple has done for the Senior Center.
Mr. Symes mentioned coming events (Newtown Cultural Arts Festival, Fairfield Hills Campus,
September 17 and 18 and Health Fair, Reed Intermediate School, September 17, Friends of
Newtown Seniors (FONS) & COA Senior Shredding Day, October 1). He said that local
newspapers have been interested in reporting on the needs of seniors, and is hoping to use that as
visibility for 2017 CIP New Senior Center funding awareness and publicity.
Minutes: With no changes, Ms. Bloom made a motion to accept the minutes of July 18, 2016.
Ms. Imbro seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.
Public Participation: Karen Aurelia, 10 Cherry Street, was upset about being placed on an
email list from FONS, and did not want any further correspondence. Discussion ensued about the
relationship with FONS and the COA, and Ms. Torres thought it would be a good idea to foster
more communication to the seniors to clarify the objectives/relationships between the groups.
Mary Helen McCarthy, 3 Main Street, spoke to a previous topic of free COA giveaways at the
Arts Festival by showing eye glasses cleaners with a printed logo. She also had new business
cards which included contacts for the different Newtown Senior Functions to facilitate
communication between the public and necessary groups. Stephen Rosenblatt, 50 Watkins Drive,
felt that there should be no perceived competitiveness between COA and FONS, and wanted to
provide the seniors with good information about the groups.

These minutes are subject to the approval of the Commission at their next meeting

Discussion Items:
1. Ms. Wiedemann dispensed a revised version of the by-laws for members to review and
discuss at the next meeting.
2. Mr. Symes explained the CIP funding as a multi-month adventure. The process for approval
goes from the Board of Selectmen to the Board of Finance, then the Legislative Council.
January of 2017 is the estimated time for final approvals. To his knowledge, there is still a 3
million dollar line item for the Senior Center.
3. Ms. Bloom gave an update of FONS, agreeing with earlier discussion that they will work to
get seniors and participating services in the same loop, possibly by doing info sessions at the
Senior Center.
4. Ms. Ryles said that the website funding is going better than expected, and they will be
establishing an advisory committee between the partaking towns.
5. Ms. Wiedemann distributed a financial report (attached).
6. Ms. Place informed the Commission about recent technical issues that she has encountered,
that will be fixed soon. She went over many of the events coming up, and was pleased to tell
the COA about a projector and sound system that was being homed at the senior center. This
will be available for use thanks to the Newtown Cultural Arts Commission. Ms. Place passed
around a clipping from the Newtown Bee, with a picture captioned Intergenerational Fun at
Senior Center. This is a program that began years ago, courtesy of Ms. Schmidle.
After some brief discussion about the importance of senior citizens in the community, and
necessary changes moving forwards, the meeting came to a close.
Ms. Schmidle made a motion to send sentiments to Mr. Sharpe on behalf of the Commission. Mr.
Guidera seconded. All were in favor and arrangements will be made.
Mr. Guidera made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Bloom seconded. All members were in favor and the
meeting adjourned at 6:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Georgia Contois, Clerk

